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Slated for a January 2020 opening, the 
Student Innovation Center will provide 
students and faculty with an opportunity 
to test out new teaching methods, inter-
act with members from other colleges 
and collaborate with each other.
The project has been in develop-
ment since 2015 when architect rms 
KieranTimber lake and Substance 
Architecture were selected. It took 
almost all of 2016 for stakeholder input 
to be gathered and a program concep-
tualized and approved by the Board of 
Regents. In the spring of 2017, the site 
was demolished and it began construc-
tion in the fall of 2017. Now the build-
ing is almost nished and students and 
faculty will soon be able to Iowa State’s 
center of student innovation and entre-
preneurship on campus.
e Student Innovation Center will 
have three above-ground oors and one 
below-ground floor, including every-
thing from a student-run cafe and a 
gaming lab to student organization 
oces inside of it.
Now in its final stages, the Student 
Innovation Center’s programs and facil-
ity are almost all put together. James 
Oliver, the director of the Student 
Innovation Center, now oversees the 
development of the facility and is excited 
to open it to students and faculty.
Oliver is a university professor and 
serves as the Larry and Pam Pithan 
Professor of Mechanical Engineering. 
Previously, he was the director of Iowa 
State University ’s  V irtual Reality 
Applications Center — an interdepart-
mental research center that focuses on 
emerging interface technologies.
“It’s everything that we do from teach-
ing and learning to research, economic 
development [and] community outreach 
— all of those things,” Oliver said. “So, 
[a] very exciting and unique mission 
for any university, but certainly a great 
opportunity for us here at Iowa State.”
James Oliver entered his role as the 
director of the Student Innovation 
Center at the start of 2019, but he began 
working on the project long before his 
appointment.
“I joined advisory committees I believe 
in the spring of 2016, but it had been 
already in planning stages before that,” 
Oliver said. “[T]he long story short is it 
was in planning stages probably close to 
eight years ago and it was jump-started 
by a gift to Iowa State by an anonymous 
donor with the stipulation that the facil-
ity served the entire university, not just 
one or two colleges. But that really got 
the ball rolling.”
One anonymous donor put upward 
of $30 million toward the Student 
Innovat ion Center  with just  one 
request — the building serves the whole 
university.
“As fundraising continued, that donor, 
the anonymous donor, put an additional 
10 million — total 30 million — dollars 
from one donor if you can believe that,” 
Oliver said. “e total building is about 
half supported by state funds and half 
from gift funds from alumni and donors, 
and the mission was really formulated or, 
well, motivated by that major donor that 
we use this facility to innovate across 
all aspects of the university’s land grant 
mission and serve the entire university.”
Overall, the Student Innovation 
Center ended up costing $84 million, 
the expected cost of the project.
Programs within the facility will be 
widespread and include groups from 
every college. Oliver described four pil-
lars of which activities in the facility will 
demonstrate — interdisciplinary scopes, 
experiential learning, entrepreneurial 
mindsets and global perspectives.
“If your activity, whatever it is — again 
it could be a club, could be a course — if 
it demonstrates some coverage of those 
four pillars it has a great chance of being 
welcomed into the center,” Oliver said. 
“But, it’s welcomed to everybody.”
The diversity of students and fac-
ulty working at the Student Innovation 
Center will also stretch over all majors 
and draw from minds all across campus.
“My hope is that as students pass 
through, even if they’re trying to get 
out of the weather, they’re gonna run 
into people they wouldn’t normally run 
into,” Oliver said. “And from those ad 
Rain on your wedding day is supposed to bring good luck, 
right? United at the Union is hoping that’s the case with their 
bridal expo that took place Sunday. With hopes of drawing 
in a crowd of 350 or more potential clients, the event also 
brought with it some rain.
Umbrellas, rain boots and ponchos stood out among the 
glamor and elegance of wedding dresses, string lights and 
table settings.
e Memorial Union’s Great Hall was decorated as a mock 
wedding reception, and vendors surrounded the edges, hoping 
to gain new clients. Vendors included bridal boutiques, wed-
ding dress shops, caterers, photographers, venues and even 
makeup artists.
Future brides and grooms, family members, current Iowa 
State students, alumni and those curious enough to wander 
in were present at the expo.
Groups of people waiting outside the Great Hall were 
lined up minutes before the event started, eager to nd out 
what was inside or how the Great Hall would look as a wed-
ding venue.
For Jessica Regenscheid, coming to United at the Union 
was about getting ideas for her wedding as well as looking 
at the Memorial Union as a possible venue.
“We’ve seen pictures,” Regenscheid said. “And I think I’ve 
had friends that have gotten married here and we thought it 
was gorgeous. Plus, we both met here; we thought it would 
be a fun idea to come back here.”
Regenscheid graduated from Iowa State in 2016 and met 
her ance in her dorm. For the couple, returning to Iowa State 
for their wedding made sense, considering it was where their 
relationship began.
Multiple vendors have been involved with weddings 
at the Memorial Union in the past. United at the Union 
serves as a chance to gain new clients and reconnect with 
familiar faces.
Compared to other bridal expos in the area, the Memorial 
Union provided a smaller space for event goers to connect 
with more vendors and get a better idea of what an Iowa 
State wedding could entail.
“is one is a lot more intimate it seems like,” said Barb 
Danielson, a photographer at the event. “ere’s less vendors, 
so I feel like it’s a little less overwhelming for brides.”
Danielson runs her own photography company based 
A space to collaborate
CAITLIN YAMADA/ IOWA STATE DAILY
An advanced look at the progress of the new Student Innovation Center as of Sept. 17. The building is planned to open in January.
BY JACOB.SMITH
@iowastatedaily.com
United at the 
Union draws 
couples to Iowa 
State venue
CAITLIN YAMADA/ IOWA STATE DAILY
United at the Union displayed a large selection of bridal 
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Innovation center to connect ideas
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Grace Elizabeth Cannon, age 20, of 2724 Stange 
Ave.- Ames, Iowa, was arrested and charged with 
drunkeness/public intoxication at 3612 Stange 
Road (reported at 12:35 a.m.).
Sarah Katherine Adams, age 21, of 4949 Wood-
land Ave. - West Des Moines, Iowa, was arrested 
and charged with operating while intoxicated,  rst 
o ense, at 2349 Knapp Street and Stanton Avenue 
(reported at 3:31 a.m.). 
Sarah Katherine Adams, age 21, of 4949 Wood-
land Ave. - West Des Moines, Iowa, was arrested 
and charged with failure to maintain control atat 
2349 Knapp Street and Stanton Avenue (reported 
at 3:31 a.m.). 
9.21.19
Souradeep Chattopadhyay, age 26, of 3414 
Orion Dr. - Ames, Iowa, was arrested and charged 
with public intoxication at 1118 S. Du  Avenue 
(reported at 1:31 a.m.).  
Alexander Patrick Fiscu, age 20, of 841 Dickinson 
Ave. - Ames, Iowa, was arrested and charged with 
public intoxication at 2300 Knapp St. (reported at 
2:21 a.m.).
Charles William Howell, age 26, of 2312 Knapp 
St. - Ames, Iowa, was cited for nuisance party regu-
lations at 2312 Knapp Street (reported at 2:20 a.m.). 
Richard Lynn Kramer, age 62, of 903 Furman Dr.- 
Ames, Iowa, was arrested and charged with oper-
ating while intoxicated,  rst o ense, at 903 Furman 
Street (reported at 3:22 a.m.).
9.23.19 
Workshop, Engagement Strategies for 
Every Classroom, 2030 Morrill Hall at 2:10 
p.m. Sara Marcketti, Director, CELT and Professor 
in Apparel, Events & Hospitality Management, will 
guide participants through engagement strategies 
applicable for every classroom.
University Faculty Sta  Awards Ceremony, 
Great Hall, Memorial Union at 3:30 p.m. The 
recipients of 28 faculty and sta  University awards 
will be honored. A reception will follow in the 
South Ballroom.
Pub Chair Class, Workspace, Memorial Union 
at 6 p.m. Make a tall pub chair, perfect for a count-
er or cocktail table. The shaped seat, angled back, 
and foot rails make this seating option comfortable 
and look great. Make one in class from select pine 
and leave with the plans and know-how to make 
more on your own.
9.24.19
Greg Laswell, The M-Shop, Memorial Union at 
8 p.m. Greg Laswell is one of the most uncompro-
mising songwriters of these modern times. Laswell 
has songs in  lms such as, Friends With Bene ts, 
My Sister’s Keeper, Final Destination. 
What a game!
Wide receiver Joe Scates on the field during the Iowa State vs. Louisiana-Monroe 
game Saturday. The Cyclones won 72-20. 
FEATURE PHOTO
GARRETT HEYD/ IOWA STATE DAILY
The Iowa State Daily welcomes comments 
and suggestions or complaints about errors 
that warrant correction. 
To submit a correction, please contact our 
editor at 515-294-5688 or via email at editor@
iowastatedaily.com.
20 Releases (on), as an attack dog
21 Cafeteria carriers gone missing?
23 QB’s mishap
24 Tennis icon Arthur




32 “Once __ a time ...”
34 PC software
38 Rose of baseball
39 Hard to hear
40 Was a passenger
41 Figure skater’s leap
42 Uncle Remus’s __ Rabbit
43 Nursery-rhyme Jack or his wife
44 Put down, as  oor tile
46 “__ my case”
48 Fixes with thread
50 Plastic co ee container designed 
for a Keurig brewer
51 Sports enthusiast
54 Streamlined onion relatives?
57 Pie à la __
58 Basketball’s __ “The Pearl” 
Monroe
59 Stories you’ve heard a bajillion 
times?






1 Big name in vermouth
2 A second time
3 Vary irregularly, as prices




8 “Star Wars” princess
9 “Piece of cake!”
10 Out-of-tune string instruments?
11 Like Jack 43-Across’s diet
12 Does as directed
13 Curtain call acknowledgments
18 Part of YMCA: Abbr.
22 How-__: instruction books
24 Feel lousy
27 Neato water sources?




31 Put a curse on
33 Dessert with a crust
35 Financial planner’s concern
36 Handheld computer, brie y
37 Go down in the west
39 “The X-Files” gp.
43 Ninth mo.
45 Pop the question
47 Ploy
48 Work really hard
49 Spooky
50 Reeves of “Speed”
52 Dancer Astaire
53 Homes for chicks
54 Future  ower
55 J.D.-to-be’s exam
56 __ A Sketch




6 Guy or fellow
10 Haughty sort
14 Creepy starer
15 Top military draft category
16 Skid row denizen















Front page weather courtesy of the American Meteorological Society.
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Iowa Citizens for Community 
Improvement Action’s presiden-
tial forum saw a large amout of 
support for progressive candidates 
Saturday.
Senator  El izabeth Warren, 
D-Mass., former Sec. of Housing 
and Urban Develop Julián Castro, Sen. 
Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., and South Bend 
Mayor Pete Buttigieg, D-Ind., spoke 
to a crowd full of voters from around 
the Midwest — a crowd that heavily 
applauded progressive policy proposals 
from candidates.
When Sanders said he authored the 
“Medicare for All” bill, the Vermont 
senator received an extended stand-
ing ovation. e crowd greeted nearly 
every response he made during his 
time onstage with cheers.
Perhaps the biggest applause line of 
the day, however, was Castro’s response 
following a testimonial from Jackie 
Torres-Toro. Torres-Toro ed violence 
in Honduras after her husband was 
murdered and she was extorted.
In Spanish, Torres-Toro said she did 
not want to leave her country, but she 
was forced her out of her country by 
gang members.
“Under my administration we’re 
going to stop separating families — no 
more children in cages, or sleeping on 
oors. No more playing games with 
people who are trying to get asylum 
at the border,” Castro said to raptur-
ous applause and cheers. “No more 
treating people like they’re less than 
human. No more scapegoating of 
immigrants, and acting like they are 
other from us. No more inciting fear 
and cruelty people towards people 
who are human beings also, and also 
deserve a voice.”
When discussing his health care 
plan, Buttigieg was interrupted by 
protestors chanting “Medicare for All.”
One of the moderators of the forum 
told the assembled to be “respectful,” 
adding she was on their “side.”
Rather than joining Sanders and 
Warren in support for Medicare for 
All, Buttigieg proposed a “Medicare 
for All Who Want It” plan, allowing 
people to either buy into Medicare or 
keep their private insurance if they 
choose.
Buttigieg also had a heated 
exchange with Chris Simmons, soph-
omore in political science, and Kiran 
Lowenstein, a student at Grinnell 
College, over tuition-free college. 
Simmons said he is “a proud, queer, 
working-class student in Iowa.”
Lowenstein asked Buttigieg 
whether he would support universal 
“free college,” and the mayor replied 
he supports debt-free college, adding 
he is not comfortable “subsidizing 
the children of billionaires to go to 
college.”
“Debt-free college isn’t good 
enough,”  Lowenstein said. “... It won’t 
help students like us get to college. Yes, 
or no: do you have our backs — will 
you support free college for all?”
Buttigieg asked the pair whether 
they are billionaires and said he has 
their backs.
“Those who face a barrier to the 
cost of college — anyone who would 
qualify for a Pell Grant, or middle 
income students. I’ve got you covered,” 
Buttigieg said. “I just don’t believe we 
should prioritize paying for the very 
wealthiest in this country to go to col-
lege when they could be helping with 
their own tuition costs.”
Nicole Whitlock, senior in elemen-
tary education, said she liked Warren, 
Castro and Sanders, but did not think 
Buttigieg did a “very good job.”
“I thought [Buttigieg] was a little 
condescending, and that he could have 
been more relatable to the people who 
were there — I thought he was just a 
little too sti,” Whitlock said.
Though the forum’s crowd was 
progressive and friendly to Sanders 
— it was decidedly unrepresentative 
of Iowa’s politics as a whole.
Late Saturday the latest Selzer 
Iowa poll of likely Democratic 
caucusgoers for the Des Moines 
Register, CNN and Mediacom was 
released.
Warren leads with 22 percent 
support, followed by former Vice 
President Joe Biden with 20 percent. 
Sanders is in third with 11 percent 
while Buttigieg trails on 9 percent.
With 2020 being an election year, Iowans 
are preparing to caucus in the upcoming 
election and students are no exception.
Iowa State is a politically active univer-
sity, with more than 30 student organiza-
tions and clubs dedicated to politics and 
activism. One of those clubs is the Iowa 
State College Democrats.
Abigail Meehan, College Democrats 
communications director and a sopho-
more in political science, said they think 
being involved in politics on campus is a 
broad spectrum that involves many differ-
ent things.
“I think it is important to show students 
that getting involved doesn’t have to be 
intimidating or overwhelming,” Meehan 
said. “It should be exciting! It can be as 
simple as encouraging your friends to reg-
ister to vote.”
There are many ways to get involved 
with the upcoming election, whether it 
be through student run organizations, 
door-knocking for different candidates, 
or campaigning on campus. Iowa State 
has many opportunities for students who 
choose to involve themselves in the upcom-
ing election beyond just voting.
Andrea McConnell, a freshman in busi-
ness, said she agrees that more students 
need to become involved in politics.
“I think it ’s important to remind every-
one that politics affect them,” McConnell 
said. “They need to understand that it ’s 
their future too.”
Though it isn’t caucus season yet, cam-
paigns have been preparing for caucus night 
for months, and in some cases, years. At the 
caucus, Iowans will gather at their respec-
tive party’s local precinct meeting spots to 
discuss and vote on candidates. The Iowa 
caucuses are the first nominating contest 
of the United States presidential primary 
season.
Iowa is known for sometimes picking 
the overall winner of the Democratic and 
Republican presidential nomination, but 
winning Iowa is not a guarantee for win-
ning the nomination. In the past, the can-
didate who wins Iowa often turns the win 
into momentum for the remaining caucuses 
and primaries.
Caucusing and voting overall is new to 
many college students, with some not even 
old enough to vote yet. But ultimately, stu-
dents should know they can have an impact 
on the outcome of the caucuses.
“I’ve talked to a lot of students who will 
say they don’t know who they would even 
caucus for, that it ’s easier to just wait until 
after the primaries and just support that 
winner as they head into the election next 
November,” Meehan said. “I don’t think 
they realize how exciting and fortunate we 
are to be living in a state that plays such a 
pivotal role in deciding the future of the 
nation.”
However, s tudents  have  busy  l ives . 
Between classes, clubs and jobs, there truly 
isn’t much downtime. So in order for stu-
dents to have an impact on the caucus, they 
must show up on caucus night.
Mack Shelley, Iowa State professor and 
chair of the political science department, 
said he thinks a big factor in getting stu-
dents to be present at the caucus is them 
doing their own research and finding can-
didates whose values align with their own.
“It ’s a matter of whether you feel like 
these candidates speak to you,” Shelley 
said. “A good way to select which candi-
date to vote for is to listen if issues that 
are important to you get mentioned by that 
particular person.”
Megan Inman, freshman in event man-
agement, also said young people will have 
an impact on the caucus.
“The caucus will reflect the younger gen-
eration because of how progressive we are,” 
Inman said. “New voters are more open 
minded and show that through their choice 
of candidates.”
Inman said they look for candidates 
whose top values align with their own.
“The candidate should suit my needs, but 
also society’s needs as a whole,” Inman said.
An Iowa State poll of likely Iowa cau-
cusgoers  conducted  by  Civ iqs  found 
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., leading Sen. 
Elizabeth Warren, D-Mass., by a 26-22 
margin among the youngest age cohort in 
the survey — 18 to 34 year olds.
Candidates come to Iowa
JAKE WEBSTER/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Sen. Bernie Sanders, I-Vt., greets a moderator at the Iowa Citizens for Community Improvement Action presidential 




The South Ballroom of the Memorial Union was packed to the brim with caucus members from 







Des Moines forum brings progressive crowd
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One week in September is a time of cele-
bration for one often invisible community, the 
bisexual community. Bisexual+ Awareness Week 
goes from Sept. 16 to 23 and ends with Celebrate 
Bisexuality+ Day on Sept. 23.
Co-founded by Gay And Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation and BiNet USA in 2014, 
Bisexual+ Awareness Week is an annual digital 
campaign that seeks to accelerate acceptance of 
the bisexual+ community, which includes people 
who identify as pansexual, uid, queer or those 
who don’t use a label.
According to the GLAAD website, Bisexual+ 
Awareness Week draws attention to the experi-
ences, while also celebrating the resiliency of the 
bisexual+ community.
“During Bisexual+ Awareness Week you can 
do a lot,” said Brad Freihoefer, director of the 
Center for LGBTQIA+ Student Success. “For 
us this year we are really using online as our way 
to communicate and raise awareness around the 
bisexual+ community, to talk about the history, 
cultures, community and some of the policy 
issues around the bisexual+ community. It is 
a way to celebrate identities that can often be 
sometimes invisible on campus.”
Bisexuals make up close to 52 percent of 
the LGBTQIA+ community, according to the 
GLAAD website, yet they often are the most 
invisible due to their sexuality and the way it is 
expressed, this is called bi-erasure
“Bi people have been at the forefront of LGBT 
civil rights throughout history — actively helping 
to lead the Stonewall uprisings, organizing some 
of the rst Pride events in the United States and 
lobbying for LGBT-arming legislation — but 
are still too often left out of the conversation 
about equality, misunderstood or erased alto-
gether,” said Sarah Ellis, president and CEO of 
GLAAD, in a press release.
Bisexual erasure or bisexual invisibility is a 
prevalent problem in which the existence or 
legitimacy of bisexuality is questioned or denied .
“Bi-erasure happens quite a lot,” Freihoefer 
said. “It is the idea that bisexual people don’t 
exist. People come to e Center and talk about 
how devaluing it feels and how inaccurate it is. 
Bi-erasure happens when folks suggest or don’t 
include the voices of bisexual folks and the goal 
of this week is to try and address that.”
For example, bi-erasure could be referring to 
two married women as a “lesbian couple” with-
out considering that one or both women identify 
as bi. Some may insist that one of the married 
women can’t really be bisexual, her orientation 
doesn’t matter or her bisexual identity shouldn’t 
be mentioned now that she is partnered.
Considering a bisexual person as either gay 
or straight depending on the sex of the person’s 
partner, questioning the validity of bisexuality 
by calling it a “phase” or “confusion” or calling 
bisexuals “allies” to the LGBTQIA+ community 
are also forms of bi-erasure.
“Bisexual erasure plays a critical role in reduc-
ing the community’s visibility, and in turn reduc-
ing access to the resources and support oppor-
tunities bisexual people so desperately need,” 
according to the GLAAD website.
As a result of bi-erasure, those who iden-
tify within the bisexual+ community are often 
aected in many ways.
Fifty-eight percent of bisexuals are exposed 
to biphobic jokes at work, and 31 percent have 
been sexually harassed on the job because of 
who they are.
Just short of 60 percent of bisexual women live 
with anxiety and mood disorders, almost double 
the rate of their straight peers.
Sixty-one percent of bisexual women expe-
rience intimate partner violence, which is more 
than gay or straight men and women. irty-
seven percent of bisexual men face the issue as 
well, which is more than gay and straight men 
or straight women.
Forty percent of bisexual high school stu-
dents seriously considered attempting suicide 
with nearly one-third of the students actually 
attempting suicide.
“No one should have to hide their identity out 
of fear of discrimination, rejection or isolation,” 
Ellis said. All members of the LGBT community 
should be heard.”
Bisexual+ Awareness Week is considered to 
be the rst bisexuality-specic advocacy cam-
paign to trend nationally on social media because 
during the week, bisexual people around the 
world share their stories and speak to the com-
munity’s diverse experiences.
“[Bisexual+ Awareness Week], at its heart, is 
an educational campaign dedicated to celebrat-
ing the rich and diverse history of the bisexual 
community, in addition to furthering awareness 
and acceptance for bisexual people,” Ellis said.
Ames’ contribution to the global climate strike began with 
would-be protestors designing posters.
Markers were passed back and forth between people. ere 
was discussion of how to incorporate ames onto a sign that 
says “Address the climate crisis” and Google searches of the 
Earth were pulled up on phones, only to be interrupted by 
someone yelling “20 minutes till 3 folks,” followed by a few 
calls of “Woo-hoo!”
After the pre-protest poster making event that was held at 
the First United Methodist Church, Ames joined the rest of 
the world in protesting climate change, three days before the 
scheduled United Nations Climate Summit in New York City.
One of those making signs was 83-year-old Mary Richards.
She wore solar panels made out of cardboard, Earth earrings 
and a button that read “Green New Deal!”
Richards said she decided to partake in the protest because 
she believes to do otherwise would be considered selsh.
“e knowledge that if we do not, we will not have a civi-
lization,”  Richards said.  “I am not going to be around to see 
that, but future generations will. I think everyone should be 
concerned with what we are doing to the Earth, and what we 
are doing to the whole web of life.”
e protest attracted a diverse age group, including students 
like Allie Loftesness, senior in biology.
She said she believes it is crucial for students to participate 
in protests such as this one because ultimately it will be their 
problem in the end.
“I think it is a pressing issue, and important for people that 
are my age to know we will see consequences,” Loftesness said. 
“We need to make this aware to people who are having an 
aect on our climate, but won’t see the results of their actions. 
We need to make sure it is widely known.”
As the poster making wrapped up, the group walked over 
to Ames City Hall to join an even larger mass of people hold-
ing signs reading “ere is no Planet B” and “I stand for what 
I stand on!”
Zach Johnson, an Iowa State alumnus, held a bouquet of 
owers and carried a sign reading “Capitalism is Ecocide,” 
while wearing a neon green ski mask in the 91 degree heat. 
Johnson said he wore the mask in solidarity with other people 
who believe in the idea of social ecology.
“We need to approach our lives as humans that will benet 
the environment and each other,” Johnson said.
Johnson said he hopes to see the outcome of these move-
ments dismantle capitalism — which he said will then correct 
our environmental mistakes.
Some of the climate strike movement goals as a whole are to 
support more renewable energy sources, such as wind and solar.
e crowd yelled “Waters rise, hear our cries. No more lies 
for business ties,” at honking cars passing by. Following the 
chants was a performance by Climate Change Action eater.
e team performed three skits. One skit demonstrated the 
dierent levels of a hurricane, and the damage that comes with 
it. e team chanted, “God can’t hear the prayers over the wind” 
as they ran in a circle, simulating the actions of a hurricane.
After the performance there was an open mic, giving anyone 
the opportunity to express how they feel about the climate crisis.
Araceli Lopez, senior in political science, came to the protest 
with the Iowa State student organization Students for Bernie 
and said she decided to touch on the importance of the voices 
of the indigenous people of the Amazon.
“ere is always that comment of that ‘I am giving the voice 
to the people,’ but the people have always had the voice — it is 
just a matter of you listening to the voice of the people,” Lopez 
said. “One of the voices that we haven’t been listening to are 
the indigenous people of the Amazon, and in all of these com-
munities that are ghting for themselves and mother nature.”
Originally, organizers said the protest was expected to have 
about 100 people turn out, but Brad Wiesenmayer, eld orga-
nizer of NextGen, said the turnout surpassed what they had 
expected.













GRAPHIC BY BROOKLYN WILLIAMS
The percentages of bisexual women, bisexual men, lesbians and gay men who are parents. 
The highest percentage of parents in the LGB community comprise of bisexual women.
Iowa State students 
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Protesters, including many Iowa State students, took part in 
the Ames Climate Strike on Friday at Ames City Hall.
in Iowa City, and while she 
loves doing sunset portraits 
of couples, she has photo-
graphed some of the more wild 
moments of weddings, includ-
ing one where the bride did the 
worm in her dress.
Andrea Mead, an indepen-
dent sales director for Mary 
Kay, enjoyed the set up.
“Honestly I love the environ-
ment, I think it’s beautiful in 
here,” Mead said. “I just think 
it’s spaced out well. I think it 
just gives women a lot of chance 
to roam and connect and nd 
where they want to be.”
Once a bride chooses to 
go with Mary Kay for their 
makeup needs on the big day, 
sales directors for Mary Kay will 
contact brides to set up a time 
to meet with one of their con-
sultants to try the product and 
perfect the look, ironing out any 
kinks beforehand. is ensures 
everything runs smoothly on 
the big day.
e chance to talk to poten-
tial clients one-on-one and 
creating personal relation-
ships seemed to be the theme 
between vendors and clients 
Sunday.
“It’s a little bit smaller, but it’s 
nice and intimate, and people 
seem to be a bit more comfort-
able with talking to vendors,” 
said Perry Bridal employee 
Kerri Heinz. Compared to 
other expos she’s attended with 
Perry Bridal, this one seemed to 
be more personal.
Perry Bridal is located in 
Urbandale, Iowa, and offers 
dresses as well as alteration 
needs for brides and brides-
maids dresses.
Celebrations Party and 
Rental is a one-stop shop for 
those planning a wedding. 
Located in Ames, Celebrations 
offers various decorating and 
retail needs for clients.
“We’ve done business with 
the Union for awhile, so they 
contacted us for dierent things 
and we’ve been doing weddings 
with them for a long time,” 
said Patty Tucker, Celebrations 
manager. “It’s beautiful [at the 
expo], the set-up is nice and 
there’s a lot of brides that have 
reserved, so it’s gonna be very 
benecial for everybody.”
Another couple, who have 
dated since 6th grade and 
recently got engaged at a park 
in Ames, came to the expo to 
starting to gain ideas for their 
wedding.
“ We’re Iowa State stu-
dents here, my mom saw it on 
Facebook and it seems like a 
good way to start getting ideas,” 
said Emily Carley, a junior in 
kinesiology and health.
Carley and her fiance Cole 
Weitzel agreed the food sam-
ples from catering vendors were 
their favorite part of the expo, 
holding up the cake samples 
they received. Carley also added 
she was going to be trying on 
dresses here in Ames and was 
gaining dress ideas from various 
vendors at the expo.
“There was a huge rush at 
the beginning, it was just really 
exciting to see everyone come 
in and be happy,” said Grace 
Nelson, special events assistant 
of the expo. “It’s going really 
good, we’re really excited about 
this whole thing.”
is is the rst year United 
at the Union was hosted at 
Iowa State.
 UNITED  PG1
 
Bisexual+ Awareness Week highlights bisexuals and issues they face
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Monday marks the autumnal equinox and the official 
start of fall. 	e season of pumpkin patches, apple cider and 
crunchy leaves is nally here.
Iowa State is already geared up for fall with a winning 
record — albeit short — from our football season and some 
chilly mornings. Some may even argue that the real start of 
fall was nearly a month ago when Starbucks brought back 
its pumpkin spice latte.
No matter your denition of when fall starts, Iowa State 
has some events to ring in the season.
If you’re feeling crafty, the Memorial Union Workspace 
is hosting a sugar skull walk-in craft event Oct. 7-13 during 
open hours. For those that feel like adding a fashionable acces-
sory to their fall outts, whether that be a nice scarf, beanie 
or even a nice sweater, the Workspace will also begin a knit-
ting class Oct. 10. 	e class will meet for three weeks and is 
a great way to start knitting something cute to wear this fall.
You can also get in touch with your artistic side by paint-
ing your own pottery at the Workspace. 	e rst pottery 
theme is Dia de los Muertos Sugar Skulls, which will be 
4 to 8 p.m. Oct. 25. 	e next theme is Sweater Weather, 
and it will be 4 to 8 p.m. Nov. 1. Stop by and get artsy in 
between your free time!
If you’re willing to drive and get o of campus, Center 
Grove Orchard is open from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily through 
November 7. Center Grove has a pumpkin patch and an 
apple orchard.  If you want to celebrate fall with your friends 
and take some cute photos for your Instagram feed, it’s de-
nitely a fun way to spend the day.
Decorating is another way to get into the spirit of the 
season. Grab some fake spiderwebs, carve some pumpkins 
and light some candles. Don’t forget to look at the 31 Nights 
of Halloween schedule on Freeform so you can plan your 
October nights now.
No matter how you choose to celebrate, do what makes 
you happy this fall. Whether it’s “spooky season,” “pump-
kin spice season” or both, don’t let anyone tell you how 
to celebrate.
Feedback policy:
The Daily encourages discussion but does not guarantee its 
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majors and/or group affiliation(s) 
and year in school of the author(s). 
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SAM CLEMENT/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Political cartoonist Sam Clement depicts Brett Kavanaugh after three sexual misconduct allegations in 2018 and one in 2019.
CARTOON
Almost every other Sunday, I take the 
bus downtown to Main Street, get o at 
the Ames Public Library bus stop, spend 
an hour or two in the haven of words, 
loan out a couple of nice paperbacks and 
head back home. Even before I get into 
the crux of the matter, I want to state 
that public libraries are — unequivocally 
— the best.
As an international student, public 
libraries here are fascinating to me. Of 
course, we have no dearth of libraries in 
India and to see all of that potential being 
used to its full capacity is thrilling. Not 
to mention how many libraries employ 
bookmobiles, which are even more fun 
when you have transportation troubles. 
Modern public libraries are a haven not 
only for readers, but also for people from 
all walks of life who don’t necessarily iden-
tify as bookworms (or any book creatures 
for that matter). 	is, perhaps, is one of 
the more underrated benets of a public 
library. Anyone can simply chill out at 
the library, have fun and make use of the 
wide array of facilities that go far beyond 
just the printed word. Our own friendly 
neighborhood library has services ranging 
from free Wi-Fi access to free computer 
access to printing at nominal charges. You 
can even hold meetings in the conference 
rooms there. Also, Ames Public Library 
hosts several events, a schedule of which 
can be found on the library’s website.
And that ’s not even the best part. 
Quite possibly my favorite part of the 
public library services is getting access 
to a whole catalog of e-books and audio 
books. I can be at home, down with a 
mild case of boredom, and I can log into 
my library account and get an e-book 
loaned out to my Kindle within min-
utes, for zero cost. And audio books are 
just phenomenal. Free ones? Even better. 
Seriously, try them out. Audio books are 
a hidden treasure.
With all of this in mind, it is important 
to note that we, as a collective civilization, 
have a communal responsibility to prop-
agate institutions that will cultivate an 
educated public. Considering that they 
are an integral part of the social infra-
structure, we must be more welcoming of 
public libraries as a place for all. And yet, 
public libraries are no longer in vogue. 
Libraries all over the country (and the 
world) are rethinking their ne policies, 
including the Cleveland and Phoenix 
public libraries, which have done away 
with nes altogether.
	ere are growing concerns regarding 
the dwindling magic of these libraries. 
Some people think that the hand-held 
idiot box is attempting to replace these 
institutions, that the millennials would 
rather be on their phones than on their 
way to the “Action & Adventure” shelf in 
the ction section of the library. While 
these are valid concerns, as a millennial 
myself, I am proud to say that a recent 
study from the Pew Research Center 
says otherwise: millennials might be the 
strongest demographic of the library. For 
a college town, the amount of people my 
own age (early 20s) I see at the library is 
commensurate with the town’s demo-
graphic. Libraries may not harbor the 
crowds of, let’s say, a gaming convention, 
but they have their share of loyal fans. 
And, in any case, words are lit.
Even as I pick up my well-loved 
copy of Equal Rites by Terry Pratchett, 
I am reminded of how wonderful it is 












Columnist Parth Shiralkar believes everyone should appreciate public libraries 
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Heading into the final game of 
their non-conference schedule against 
Louisiana-Monroe, Iowa State harped on 
xing the details and playing as a complete 
team on the eld.
It’s safe to say some of those details were 
xed Saturday, as Iowa State trounced the 
Warhawks 72-20.
Head coach Matt Campbell said that 
after the beatdown of the Warhawks he 
felt his team played like a “football team” 
for the rst time all year. Campbell said he 
saw all three levels play big factors in the 
Cyclones’ final game before Big 12 play 
gets under way.
“PURDY GOOD” OFFENSE
In case you didn’t hear, quarterback 
Brock Purdy played pretty well against the 
Warhawks.
The sophomore quarterback put up 
record numbers and took control of the 
entire game after a disaster rst two drives 
for the Cyclones on oense.
On Iowa State’s rst drive of the game, 
Purdy had a miscommunication with 
Tarique Milton and threw an interception 
seven seconds into Iowa State’s drive.
In the ensuing drive, Purdy fumbled the 
hando to running back Kene Nwangwu 
and once again Iowa State shot itself in 
the foot.
e mistakes stopped from then on for 
Purdy.
Purdy led the oense to score on eight 
straight drives after his turnovers, with 
the quarterback throwing for three touch-
downs while also using his legs to rush 
for three.
Purdy’s six total touchdowns tied for a 
school record with Seneca Wallace, and 
the 510 total yards of oense he created 
broke school records. As a whole, Iowa 
State generated 714 yards of total oense, 
setting another school record on the day.
Purdy’s teammates couldn’t help but 
give rave reviews of his performance, but 
for most of them, the record-setting day 
was something they would expect from a 
player like Purdy.
“Phenomenal, what did he have — three 
rushing touchdowns and three passing?” 
said back-up quarterback Re-Al Mitchell. 
“ose are crazy stats; he did really good.”
The main benefactor to Purdy ’s 
record-breaking day was fellow sopho-
more Milton, who caught three passes for 
142 yards receiving, with a majority of his 
yards coming on his second 73-yard touch-
down catch of the season.
Milton broke the 100-yard receiv-
ing mark in back-to-back weeks for the 
Cyclones, allowing the redshirt sophomore 
to oer high praise to his quarterback and 
how the oense played as a unit.
“It showed how powerful we can be and 
how dominant we can be as an oense,” 
Milton said. “I always tell [Purdy], ‘he is 
dierent’ and being the young guy making 
the plays he makes, you don’t see that 
often.”
Purdy himself didn’t know the oense 
was breaking records until he was taken 
out of the game in the fourth quarter. Purdy 
did not want to take credit for the oensive 
explosion that took place; rather, he cred-
ited his receivers’ abilities.
“ey are the ones making plays, I just 
have to get the ball to them,” Purdy said. 
“Honesty when I finished, our athletic 
trainer came up to me and told me because 
I didn’t know, but it is denitely an honor 
and pretty cool.”
RUNNING DEFENSE STUMBLES
While all the attention and praise will 
head to the offensive side of the ball for 
the Cyclones, the run defense had a day 
to forget.
Coming into the matchup against the 
Warhawks, Iowa States’ run-defense was 
ranked No. 10 in the nation, holding oppo-
nents to an average of 73 yards per game.
Iowa State gave up a season-high 228 
yards on the ground. e Cyclones allowed 
Northern Iowa to rush for 34 yards and had 
the Hawkeyes rush for 114 on the ground 
in the Cy-Hawk game. e most rushing 
yards didn’t come from a tailback for the 
Warhawks, however, it came from senior 
quarterback Caleb Evans.
Evans rushed for 93 yards for the 
Warhawks, with his biggest rushes coming 
on designed draws and long-yardage 
scrambles that caught Iowa State o guard 
multiple times on third down.
Josh Johnson punched in the lone rush-
ing touchdown of the day for Louisiana-
Monroe, the second rushing touchdown 
the Cyclones have allowed all season.
CAPITALIZING ON TURNOVERS
e defense may not have had its best 
day when it comes to stopping the run, but 
in terms of creating turnovers, Iowa State’s 
defense capitalized.
e Cyclones created three turnovers, 
including a fourth-quarter pick-six by 
Jake Hummel. e Cyclone defense had 
another interception by Lawrence White 
and a fumble recovery.
“I replayed my play from Iowa all night; 
I told myself, ‘when an opportunity comes 
I gotta make it for the team,’ cause we need 
that,” White said.
Iowa State lost the turnover battle in 
both of its first two games, losing two 
fumbles against Iowa and being unable to 
create a turnover against Northern Iowa 
in week one.
e Cyclone defense rose to the chal-
lenge after Purdy turned the ball over early 
in the rst quarter, putting the Warhawks 
in a great opportunity to score.
The Warhawks were stopped on the 
Iowa Stat sideof the eld twice in the rst 
quarter.
Campbell didn’t minimize the impor-
tance of the defense not allowing Monroe 
to score on turnovers early in the game.
“It was huge, those were critical 
moments,” Campbell said. “We made 
some plays when we needed to.”  
Once again, Iowa State fans 
were met with a muggy, miser-
able-looking Saturday morn-
ing for football — and on the 
Cyclones’ rst two drives of the 
game, it felt like Louisiana-
Monroe (ULM) would follow 
a similar vein of the first two 
games of the season.
The Cyclones’ offense was 
making self-in¦icted mistakes 
and putt ing the Cyc lones ’ 
defense on the back foot. But 
then, something unexpected 
happened: Iowa State’s oense 
caught re and didn’t look back.
After two underwhelming 
performances and questions 
about play-calling and Brock 
Purdy’s apparent refusal to run, 
the Cyclones exploded for a 
record-breaking Saturday after-
noon against the Warhawks in 
a 72-20 win.
Purdy started the game with 
a turnover of his own making 
— a bad pass intended for 
Tarique Milton that instead 
landed directly in the hands 
of ULM defensive back Corey 
Straughter.
He then fumbled the ball 
while attempting a hando on 
a read option. The Cyclones 
somehow gave up zero points. 
It was the last two drives of the 
game where Iowa State did not 
score points until late in the 
fourth quarter.
The Cyclones’ third drive 
ended with a Purdy touchdown 
run from seven yards out. So 
did the next Iowa State drive. 
A near-disaster start for Purdy 
had turned into a 14-0 lead for 
the Cyclones.
C o a c h  M a t t  C a m p b e l l 
was thrilled with the team’s 
production.
“We played like a football 
team for the first time this 
year,” Campbell said. “I say 
that because it felt like we were 
playing o each other.
“It is really our only chance 
to be the best version of us we 
can be.”
The next Iowa State drive 
ended with Purdy throwing 
a ball that might ’ve seemed 
familiar to Cyclone fans — a 
73-yard touchdown pass to 
redshirt sophomore Tarique 
Milton. Milton had a touch-
down of the exact same length 
against Iowa the previous week. 
It was 21-0, and the Cyclones 
were feeling themselves oen-
sively for the rst time all year.
Af ter  two fie ld goals  to 
counter Warhawk touchdowns, 
the Cyclones were on the march 
again in the second half, scor-
ing touchdowns on ve of their 
seven offensive possessions 
— with a pick-six for good 
measure.
“is game really comes down 
to having momentum,” Purdy 
said. “When the oense is doing 
good things and the defense 
slips up, or if we’re slipping up 
on oense and the defense does 
good things, it’s a little weird. I 
felt like today, when everything 
was clicking, man, you just saw 
great things happen.”
Starting with a touchdown run 
of 13 yards and ending with a 12 
yard pass to Sean Shaw — his 
rst career catch and rst touch-
down grab — Purdy accounted 
for six total touchdowns, tying 
former Cyclone Bret Oberg for 
most touchdowns in a single 
game. Oberg scored six in 1989 
against Oklahoma.
After his interception on the 
team’s rst oensive play, Purdy 
threw for 435 yards and three 
touchdowns. On the ground, 
he tallied 75 yards to push 
his overall tally to 510 yards 
— breaking Seneca Wallace’s 
record of 493 from 2002.
Milton said Purdy ’s game 
Saturday was exciting to be a 
part of.
“I told Brock he’s awesome,” 
Milton said. “He’s one of the 
coldest people I’ve ever seen, 
and I told him I wanted to be 
like him one day.”
Once Purdy sat, it was red-
shirt freshman Re-Al Mitchell’s 
chance to shine — and Mitchell 
obliged by accounting for two 
touchdowns in four drives. e 
final touchdown of the game 
was on a 29-yard run that elic-
ited oohs and ahhs from the Jack 
Trice crowd. In less than a full 
quarter of play, Mitchell ran for 
65 yards and a touchdown on 
four carries and a passing touch-
down on his only completion.
The Cyclones got plenty of 
young players involved in the 
action, with Shaw and freshmen 
running backs Jirehl Brock and 
Breece Hall getting run in the 
fourth quarter.
e nal totals told a story of 
a team nding its killer instinct 
and nishing o drives it let go 
astray over the rst two games of 
the season. Iowa State had 714 
yards of oense — 444 passing 
and 270 rushing — setting a 
school record for yards in a game 
and scoring the third-most 
points (72) in school history.
L ou i s i ana-Monroe  was 
pretty generous on the defen-
sive side of the ball, missing 
tackles and letting Cyclone 
wideouts run free at an alarm-
ing rate. e Cyclones aren’t the 
nished article on oense by a 
long shot, and against better 
opposition the results might 
not be as eye-catching.
But Iowa State and Campbell 
will take it — especially with Big 
12 play right around the corner.
“If we want to have the abil-
ity to compete in this confer-
ence, I think we needed to see 
our growth,” Campbell said. 
“There’s been moments and 
flashes of it and there’s been 
some really good glimpses. I 
think we’re a lot closer today 
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Iowa State wide receiver Sean Shaw Jr. makes the reception for a touchdown against Louisiana-Monroe 
on Saturday. The Cyclones won 72-20.
GARRETT HEYD/ ISD
Quarterback Brock Purdy after rushing 
into the end zone for a touchdown 
against Louisiana-Monroe.
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Fans of Sara Bareilles, Leonard 
Cohen and Damien Rice should 
look forward to the concert at the 
Maintenance Shop this Tuesday 
when folk rock musician Greg 
Laswell performs.
Laswell is best known for his 
sensitive lyrics and soulful piano 
accompaniment. When listening to 
his music, audience members can 
expect to experience a wide range 
of emotions that run the gamut 
from vulnerability and fear to hope 
and optimism.
Laswell has performed in a large 
variety of venues, but is looking 
forward to coming to Iowa State’s 
M-Shop.
“I l ike to communicate and 
spend the evening with [the audi-
ence],” Laswell said. “And that 
tends to happen more in intimate 
environments.”
Connecting with the audience 
is one of the more rewarding parts 
of performing for Laswell. To help 
further the relationship, Laswell 
engages with his fans on social 
media as well as hangs out with 
audience members after his shows.
Even though Laswell has been 
performing professional ly for 
nearly 20 years, he has steadily 
maintained his fanbase and success. 
Just two weeks ago, he released a 
new EP titled, “Covers II,” which 
is a compilation of eight covers, 
including a collaboration with 
singer-songwriter Molly Jenson on 
many of the tracks.
Laswel l  has  been given the 
opportunity to collaborate with 
several acclaimed musicians, such 
as Sia and Sara Bareilles, on his 
album “Landline.” 
Laswell’s music has also been 
found in blockbuster films such 
as “My Sister’s Keeper,” “Friends 
W i t h  B e n e f i t s ” a n d  “ F i n a l 
Destination,” as well as hit tele-
vision series including “Grey ’s 
Anatomy,” “Arrow,” “True Blood” 
and “Friday Night Lights,” to 
name a few.
However, with so much success, 
challenges are bound to follow.
“The whole thing is difficult,” 
Laswell said. “You have to love 
[performing] so much to overcome 
all the obstacles.”
Laswell has had many road-
blocks in his personal life, includ-
ing the passing of his father and 
a divorce with his former wife, 
Ingrid Michaelson.
“It’s just a matter of getting up 
over and over and over again,” 
Laswell said.
roughout all of the trials of his 
musical career, Laswell still enjoys 
creating music for his fans.
“Every once in a while I wonder 
about [changing careers], not very 
long,” Laswell said. “Even when 
it’s dicult work, I still love what 
I do.”
While Laswell is approaching 
his twenty year anniversary in the 
entertainment industry, he still 
feels his new music has the same 
appeal as his earlier works.
“I feel like I’m more open and 
approachable and accessible, but if 
anything I feel like with this new 
record I feel like I’ve gone back to 
the sonic signatures I had,” Laswell 
said.
Laswel l  wi l l  be per forming 
Tuesday in the Maintenance Shop, 
located in the Memorial Union. 
The doors will open at 7:30 p.m. 
and the show will begin at 8. 
Tickets purchased before the 
event will be $15 with a Student 
I D  o r  $ 1 7  a t  t h e  d o o r. Fo r 
more information, contact the 








Actor Nick Offerman to 
bring comedy to Ames 
Greg Laswell to sing at M-Shop
Headlining this year’s ninth annual 
KURE Fest is an eclectic mix of local 
and nationally recognized talent, as 
announced by Iowa State’s student-run 
radio station 88.5 KURE FM Friday 
morning.
At the top of this year’s program is 
Vancouver, British Columbia-based 
indie-pop band Peach Pit, alongside 
Iowa-based acts Gloom Balloon, Field 
Division and Elizabeth Moen.
e concert will be held at 7 p.m. Oct. 
25 in the Great Hall at the Memorial 
Union.
KURE Fest has a history of placing 
local acts on the same stage as high-pro-
¤le bands and artists to help support and 
garner a following for local talent.
Last year, KURE partnered with 
Iowa State’s Student Union Board to 
pull headlining acts Smallpools and 
Wet — two acts with a substantial level 
of national recognition. However, with 
these larger acts came a steeper ticket 
price — $20 for the general public, or 
$12 with an ISU Student ID.
Organizers for 88.5 KURE FM have 
decided to take planning for this year’s 
KURE Fest into their own hands once 
again.
Admission to this year’s KURE Fest 
is free and open to the public, with no 
ticket purchase necessary.
“That’s been a big focus of KURE 
Fest to us, is just to have, [for] one, it be 
accessible to the public and to students at 
no price, and then two, to get local bands 
[to] have their names on a poster with a 
nationally-known act, to get that image 
for them,” said Raegan Nervig, events 
director and KURE Fest organizer.
A band whose genre is self-described 
as “chewed bubblegum pop,” Peach Pit 
has shot to fame within the past three 
years.
Singles like “Peach Pit,” “Tommy’s 
Party” and “Alrighty Aphrodite” show-
case the band’s laid-back sound and 
nostalgic lyrics.
Taking the stage alongside Peach Pit 
will be several local acts, coming from 
cities such as Des Moines and Iowa City.
“You can expect both a very high 
energy performance with Gloom 
Balloon,” Nervig said. “Field Division 
[...] have more of a mellow, dreamy vibe 
to them, so you can expect both a high 
energy performance along with a very 
chill, mellow performance.”
Des Moines pop act Gloom Balloon 
is making a return KURE fest.
“He’s one of the best performers I’ve 
ever seen.” Nervig said. “He has such 
high energy.”
Hailing from Des Moines, local indie-
folk wave duo Field Division will pro-
vide concert-goers with a “a dreamy 
Fleetwood Mac vibe,” Nervig said. “e 
woman in the band, her name is Evelyn, 
and if you just see her, she just reminds 
you of Stevie Nicks, her presence.”
Iowa City-based indie-folk artist 
Elizabeth Moen, who draws inspira-
tion from the likes of Joni Mitchell and 
Alabama Shakes, and has supported art-
ists such as Lake Street Dive, will take 
the stage that evening as well.
“It won’t be like there’s a mis¤t band,” 
Nerving said. “I think they’ll all com-
pliment each other really well on the 
lineup.”
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Performing professionally for nearly 20 years, musician Greg Laswell plots an intimate night of folk rock at the 
Maintenance Shop on Thursday.
Peach Pit to headline 
with local bands at 
KURE Fest 2019
Actor, woodworker and comedy 
legend Nick Offerman is bring-
ing his new tour, “All Rise” to 
the Stephens Auditorium stage 
ursday.
O¦erman is best known for his 
performance as Ron Swanson on 
NBC’s “Parks and Recreation.” 
He has starred in numerous ¤lms 
and TV shows, recently hosting the 
reality competition show, “Making 
It,” with his “Parks and Recreation” 
co-star Amy Poehler.
However, the actor does not only 
shine on the silver screen, but also 
gets into his element through his 
unique stand-up performances. In 
2014, O¦erman released his ¤rst 
stand-up special, “American Ham” 
on Net©ix, showing o¦ his virtuous 
stage presence as a comedian.
In Offerman’s shows, viewers 
are taken through a one-of-a-kind 
experience as the comedian blends 
together personal anecdotes, unpar-
alleled comedic songs and engaging 
thoughts to create a nontraditional, 
yet astonishing night.
Throughout any performance 
O¦erman, armed with his acous-
tic guitar, has audiences laughing 
non-stop with his unique comedic 
styles, similar to how one would 
expect Ron Swanson himself to be 
as a comedian.
e “All Rise” tour is written by 
O¦erman and directed by his wife 
Megan Mullally, who is known 
for her roles as Karen Walker on 
“Will & Grace” and Tammy #2, 
Ron Swanson’s crazy ex-wife, 
alongside O¦erman on Parks and 
Recreation.
Fans can expect Offerman’s 
performance to be an exhilarat-
ing time, with some material that 
will be exclusive to the Iowa State 
performance. Talking about his 
show with the Chicago Reader, 
O¦erman states, “It’s pretty writ-
ten out—the show is about 90 
minutes, and there are seven new 
songs. I ¤nish up with a couple of 
fan favorites for dessert. And the 
way I do it, it’s kind of like the way 
we shot Parks and Rec: I give you 
the script, I perform what works, 
and then if the audience responds 
to a certain bit warmly, then I’ll 
stop and pick at it and say, ‘Oh, 
you like that? OK, let’s talk about 
priests for a minute.’”
Previously performing at Iowa 
State in 2012, the actor has stated 
his love for the state and cul-
ture, saying in a 2013 New York 
Times article, “This guy at Iowa 
State handed me a jalapeño ched-
dar cheeseburger that he’d made, 
which I happily consumed, which 
fueled the comedy that he’d come 
to see. It’s all hakuna matata, part 
of life’s beautiful circle.”
If O¦erman’s past performances 
and roles are any indication, one 
does not want to miss seeing the 
pop-culture icon bring his new 
act to campus. With new songs 
and stories, the “All Rise” tour is 
sure to be an awe-inspiring night 
of nonstop laughs.
The show will begin at 7 p.m. 
ursday in Stephens Auditorium. 
Tickets are avai lable at  the 
Stephens Auditorium box oce, 
on Ticketmaster.com and by call-
ing 800-745-3000.
COURTESY OF NEIL GRABOWSKY
Best known for his role as Ron Swanson on “Parks and Recreation,” Nick 
Oerman is bringing his legendary stand-up to Ames on Thursday.















hoc interactions come new ways of learn-
ing, new ways of thinking and students will 
be much better prepared for success as they 
experience it at the innovation center.”
However, with the Student Innovation 
Center not belonging to any singular col-
lege, decisions about what goes in the facility 
have not been the easiest.
“Like any big construction project, there’s 
probably more great ideas than we can 
accommodate,” Oliver said. “[B]ut the 
unique thing about the building is [that] in 
almost any university a building has a kind 
of allocated purpose, usually with a college 
or a program. For this building, 60 percent 
of the space is shared, which means it is 
not permanently allocated to any particular 
program, it is allocated on a rotating basis.”
By rotating out based on needs and ideas, 
Oliver said the facility will always be fos-
tering innovations and entrepreneurship. 
Oliver said that this uniqueness is some-
thing unlike Iowa State, and even other 
colleges, has ever seen.
“It’s really never been done here at Iowa 
State, and I doubt at any other university 
where it ’s that flexible by design,” Oliver 
said.
The Student Innovation Center is on 
track for opening in January, Oliver said, 
and there have not been any major setbacks, 
so the project has stayed exactly on budget 
over three years of construction, but they 
continue to fundraise for additional facilities 
and equipment.
“Fundraising is always a priority and I’ve 
helped with that,” Oliver said. “It’s been a 
really exciting process with a lot of buy-in 
certainly by the entire administration, but 
also colleagues, and students and student 
organizations.”
Once the building is open, Oliver said the 
Student Innovation Center will provide tre-
mendous resources to student organizations 
with competitive project-based activities, 
allowing them to be more competitive at 
higher level national and international com-
petitions.  e facility will be able to energize 
entrepreneurship and innovation at student 
and recent-graduate levels, Oliver said.
“We have great resources here on campus 
to foster start-ups and entrepreneurial 
activity and that activity, some of it will be 
housed in the innovation center,” Oliver 
said. “So, we have great facilities at the 
Research Park, but now we have sorta a foot-
on-the-ground for that kind of activity here 
right in the central part of campus.”
 INNOVATION PG1
 
A work in progress
CAITLIN YAMADA/ IOWA STATE DAILY
In development since 2015, the Student Innovation Center is set to open January 2020.
CAITLIN YAMADA/ IOWA STATE DAILY
The Student Innovation Center cost the expected $84 million to build.
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The new building will include a student-run cafe as well as a gaming lab for students. 
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Workers peer out of the second  oor windows of the Student Innovation Center. 
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The Student Innovation Center is in its  nal stages of construction after four years of work.  
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The Student Innovation Center will provide resources to students and organizations on campus.
